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honour to be of the party. In a quarter of an hour, ladies,
the prince will be here.'
'Very good/ said I, without a moment's hesitation; cbut
in order to receive the prince worthily, I must pay a visit to
my felucca, and get a <$>ate I have there, which I know he
will enjoy. Come, ladies.5
'You can leave them here, sir; I will keep them company.5
'Of course you would, but they also have some things to
get from the boat/
£Then may I come too?'
'With the greatest pleasure.3
I went on a little ahead, and meeting the landlord, I asked
him what I owed him.
'Nothing, sir; I have just received orders to serve you with
the best, and without charging you.'
'That is very handsome.'
We went aboard the felucca; and while the officer was
engaged in examining some of my appointments, I told the
captain, in a low voice, that I wanted to start there and then.
'But the abbe, and your secretary, and two of my men
are ashore!'
'No matter; they will come along and find us at Antibes;
it is only thirty miles of?, and they have money. Be quick.'
He unhooked the chain, and the felucca drifted at once
from the quay. The officer came up and asked me what it
meant.
clt means,' said I, 'that I am going to Antibes, and that I
will take you with me, gratis, with pleasure.'
'Capital! but you are, of course, only joking?'
*Not at all; your society will be most agreeable.'
'The de**pe! Put me ashore, I beg you. Pardon me, ladies,
but I haven't time to go to Antibes. Some other day I shall
be charmed.'
'Put the gentleman ashore,' I said to the captain. 'Adieu,
sir, and please thank the prince for having paid my hotel
bill.
The poor fellow stepped on to the quay, amid the laughter

